Sir: Unless Mclvor (Psychiatric Bulletin. January 1999. 23. 61) has access to more information than is given in the book, then he has fallen nicely into Ian McEwan Sir: Dr Weaver (Psychiatric Bulletin, December 1998, 22. 771) is mistaken in his assumption that dispensing with the British Journal of Psychiatry (BJP) as an automatic membership entitlement would release funds to use for other purposes. In fact, far from contributing to the College's costs, the BJP's subscription, advertis ing and other secondary forms of income gen erate a substantial surplus for the College. This surplus is used to further the College's many other activities, and hence the journal has the net effect of lowering rather than raising mem bership fees.
Value of the BJP
The appeal of the BJP to its authors and advertisers is linked to its extensive readership in the profession. This appeal would be lessened if the circulation were to be significantly reduced, and any short-term saving on the cost of supplying individual members would soon be encompassed by a longer term decline in the journal's income.
We are naturally concerned that Dr Weaver is unconvinced of the relevance of the BJP to his own sub-speciality. The recent survey of mem bers' views (Kendell & Duffett. 1999) showed that the BJP is valued highly by the majority. However, we are always keen to make improve ments where possible, and will take his com ments on board when planning our future development.
We are very grateful to Professor Richard Harrington and Professor Sir Michael Rutter for their helpful ongoing advice to the Editorial Board on increasing the relevance of the BJP for our readers in child and adolescent psychia try. Dr Weaver may be interested to hear that we have just invited a third representative of the speciality. Professor Simon Cowers, to join the Board.
